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that this is the natural and proper course where differences exist. In
their opinion there should be no question incapable of solution by
peaceful means, and they would see no justification for the substitution
of force or threats of force for the method of negotiation.

As the House is aware, certain consultations are now proceeding
with other Governments. In order to make perfectly clear the position
of His Majesty's Government in the meantime before those consulta-
tions are concluded, I now have to inform the House that during that
period, in the event of any action which clearly threatened Polish
independence, and which the Polish Government accordingly con-
sidered it vital to resist with their national forces, His Majesty's
Government would feel themselves bound at once to lend the
Polish Government all support in their power. They have given
the Polish Government an assurance to this effect.

I may add that the French Government have authorized me to
make it plain that they stand in the same position in this matter as
do His Majesty's Government.
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M. LEON NOEL, French Ambassador in Warsaw,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Warsaw, April 1, 1939.

THE behaviour of the Polish Nation during the last few days has
created a very deep impression on all foreigners resident here.

The patriotic feeling of the Poles in the face of the German threat,
which the country has suddenly realized, is intensified in all parties
and all classes; workers and peasants show that they are aware of the
danger and ready for the greatest sacrifices. The women, as always
in Poland when things are serious, play a vital part in this movement
ot public opinion. An extraordinary enthusiasm, shared by Jews and
Catholics alike, rich as well as poor, is manifested for the air defence
loan, although the subscription has not yet been opened. Military
measures and requisitions are accepted in the best spirit.

The executive committees of all parties (except the Communist
Party, which has no legal status) have accepted the invitation to be
represented on the Loan Committee, a thing which would have seemed
impossible a few weeks ago. This gesture is enough to show how
deeply a consciousness of danger has rapidly reached every section of
the nation.

The calmness shown by the population also creates a very good
impression. However, in the Warsaw cinemas the appearance of
German uniforms in the news films is beginning to call forth marked
hostile reactions.

LEON NOEL.